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ANECDOTE of the EARL of STAIR. 


HEN the Earl of Stair was Ambaflador at the Court 

of France, immediately after the acceffion of his late 
Majefty to the Crown, his excellency made a moft fplendid 
appearance, and being naturally inclined to gallantry and ex- 
pence, foon became a great favourite with the ladies there, by 
whofe intrigues he was enabled to difcover fecrets which 
otherwife might have efcaped the penetration of the mott vi- 
gilant and fagacious minifter. Inthe management of the la« 
dies, whofe favour he courted, he was forced to obferve the 
greateft delicacy ; play, he perceived, was their predominant 
paflion, and as he was equally inclined to that amufement, he 
ealily obtained, by means of cards, many private amufements, 
in which he could not have indulged on any other pretence. 
The Duchefs of Maine was one of thofe illuftrious perfon- 
ages whom the Ear! took moft pains to engage in his interett. 
She was paflionately fond of play; of an inquifitive and 
bufy temper; of valt capacity, and of adifcernment fo quick 
that it was no eafy matter to impofe upon her; fhe was among 
the number of ladies too that affected to pry into the affairs 
of the cabinet, and who gained an afcendancy over the then 
Regent, fo far as not to be altogether ignorant of the mott 
fecret tranfa@tions of ftate. Huis Excellency, by lofing large 
fums with this lady, and paying her the molt particular re- 
fpeét, had infenfibly worked upon her affeétions, but. had not 
reaped the leaft advantage from her in point of politics, till 
an accident happened that brought about in an inftant what 
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he had long laboured at in vain. Being engaged as her part. 
ner in play, the run of luck turned again{ft them, and the 
Duchels in the end was obliged to borrow of the Earl a thou. 
and piftoles. His Excellency told her, he had twice that 
fum at her Highnefs’s fervice, and preffed her to continue 
play, which fhe abfolutely refufed. Next morning early, the 
fent a meflage to the Earl, defiring inflantly to fpeak with him. 
It is no unufual thing in France for ladies to receive morning 
vifits from gentlemen in bed; neither was the Ambaffador at 
all furprifed when he found himfelf alone in the chamber of 
one of the Princefles of the blood-royal; fhe {poke of the 
money fhe had borrowed with fome concern, as a matter fhe 
was very unwilling fhould take air; but his Lordfhip inter. 
rupted her, by faying, it was impoffible it fhould, for he had 
already forgot it himfelf, and fhould never have recolleéted 
it again, had nother Highnefs put his memory to the rack by 
refrefhing it. 

Her Higinefs made no reply, but entered into a difcourfe 
on politics, in which fhe difcovered to him the projeét that 
the Court of Sweden was then meditating, in concern with 
France, for a defcent upon England and Scotland, in favour 
of the Houfe of Stuart, by which timely difcovery the whole 
{cheme was defeated, and his Excellency acquired the repu- 
tation of an able and aétive Minifter. 





Exemplary Friend/hip of two Maiden Ladies. 


"TWO old maiden ladies, Mrs. Jane Hewitt and Mrs. 

Honor Danwell, were lately buried in the fame grave in 
Forton church.yard, at the eaftern end of the church, clofe 
by the door of entrance. Thefe two ladies have diftinguithed 
themfelves (not as fome may fuppofe) by the fingularity and 
oddity of their lives; but by an almoft unprecedented exam- 
ple of fincere and affeétionate friendfhip. They were no 
relations by birth or family alliance, but became acquainted 
very early in their youth, and their youth was fucceeded by a 
ftrong and inviolable attachment to each other. When they 
became poffeffed of their refpeétive fortunes and fettled in 
the world, they made the fame dwelling their common home 
in the town of Newport, Shropthire; where they lived to- 
gether in the flriéteft amity and friendfhip with cach other, 
charitable to the poor, and much refpeéted by the whole cit- 
cle of their acquaintance, between forty and fifty years. 
During fome part of this long period, they experienced a re- 
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yerfe of fortune in the lofs of a confiderable fum of money 
which they had placed in the hands of fome gentleman wio 
became a bankrupt. Their lofs was very unequal, the one 
having loft a great part of her all, while the other ex- 
perienced but a fmall reduftion; however, this unequal 
change in their circumftances produced no alteration in their 
difpofitions towards each other, but, if poflible, was a 
fronger bond of union. When their fortunes were thus 
unhappily reduced, they perceived that, in cafe of the death 
of either, the furvivor would be too much confined by the 
mere income of her own property’: to prevent this, each 
made her will, in which fhe bequeathed the intereft of her 
all to the benefit of the furvivor, at whofe death it was to be 
diftributed among each one’s refpeétive relations. 

Their laft bed of ficknefs exhibited a fcene truly affe@ting 
and interefting to the feelfng of every tender heart. She 
that was firft taken ill had the misfortune of breaking her leg, 
when both were confined : each perceived that the awful exit 
of one, if not both, was approaching ; and, as long as ftrength 
would permit, fhe that was moft able went every day into the 
room of her friend to take a final adieu! and when her ftrength 
was exhaulted fhe was carried by the attendants. At thefe 
affe€ting interviews they bathed each other’s hands in tears, 
and expreffed an heart-felt with that it might pleafe God to 
permit them foon to meet again in the glorious fields of 
eternity. Heaven f{miled, and heard the pious prayer; 
and that angel that fnatched away the foul of her that firft 
departed, was a few hours afterwards difpatched to releafe 
the flruggling foul of her abfent friend, and to re-unite them 
in bonds of love for ever ! 





ACCOUNT of a FEMALE SWINDLER. 


Perfon of this defcription refided lately at Blackheath, 
where fhe had the addrefs to defraud various tradefmen 

of property to the amount of upwards of 20,000]. This 
impoftor had a boarding-fchool on Croome’s-hill two years, 
during which time the reprefented herfelf as heirefs to feve- 
ral large eftates, particularly to that of an uncle in Scotland, 
on whofe demife the fhould come into poffeffion of 100,000]. 
Under the impreffion of thefe high founding appearances, 
the affumed all the confequence attached to birth, fortune, and 
expeftations ; and, from her manner of addrefs, and her 
lofty file, the people in the neighbourhood of Blackheath and 
2L2 Greenwich 
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Greenwich really believed every thing fhe thought proper 
to advance. In May laft the fent to a Mr. Creafy, of 
Greenwich, a man of property, by trade acurrier, whom {he 
informed that her uncle Alexander Stuart Robertfon, of Faf. 
cally, was dead, and begged he would accampany her toa 
reipeétable attorney, jn Crane-coyrt, Fleet-flreet, to arrange 
yatters preparatory to her taking pofleflion. Mr. Creafly 
¢omplied, and went with her to the gentleman’s houle in 
queftion; Mifs Robertfon, in ftating the bufinefs to the at. 
torney, defired he would inake out a fattery (the ufual pro. 
gels for conveying Scotch property) for 1600]. a-year onthe 
eltate of her late uncle, Alexander Stuart Robert{on, ot .Faf- 
cally, and a bond tor 5000], to be drawn on the agent who had 
the fuperintendance of the eflate, and who fhe {aid had been 
appointed toreceive her rents. A few days after this tranf- 
action, fhe again fent to Mr. Crea¥y, and knowing him to be 
a man of property, afked him to lend her two thovfand 
pounds, until the fetthement of her affairs at Fafeally. Me. 
Creafy, not having the flighteft fufpicion of any partot what 
had been advanced being untrue, readily complied, and like, 
wile recommended her to all the tradefpeople of the town, 
Defirous of an elegant honfe, the fixed upon a very handfome 
one in the Paragon, which was in an unfinilhed flate;: this 
houfe fhe purchafed on credit ; and, through the recommen. 
dation of Mr, Creafly, engaged bricklayers, carpenters, and 
painters, to finith the premifes in the moft expenfive flile 
ymaginable; and ordered Mr. Driver, the nurferyman, to 
{pare no expence in planting the fhrubberies, and improving 
the pleafure-grounds, While thefe improvements were 
goingsforward, Mifs Robertfon fet up three carriages; a 
coach, fociable, and poft-chariot ; and while the houfe and 
grounds were finifhing, fhe and Mils Sharp (who lived with 
her), continued at Croome’s-hill, from whence they made 
frequent excurfions to London; the latter end of June they 
fet off for Brighton, where they figured away with four 
horfes and out-riders. ‘The horfes they had on job froma 
ftable-keeper at Greenwich, and the carriages from different 
coachmakers in London. 

On their return in Auguft laft, Mifs Robertfon went to 
Hatchett’s, and defired him to make her an elegant chariot, 
with filver mouldings, and raifed coronets of the fame. Mr. 
Hatchett treated his cuflomer with much refpeét, and hal. 
tened to complete the order by the time promifed, the 
Queen’s birth-day, her coufin, Mr. Secretary Dundas, iN 
tending on that day to introduce her at Court, About this 
time 
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time the houfe was finithed, but not furnifhed: having heard 
that Mr, Oakley, in Bond-ftreet, was remarkable for the 
elegance of his ware-rooms, fhe applied to him, through the 
medium of a man of refpeétability at Blackheath, and, from 
the reprefentations made to Mr, Oakley, he agreed to furnith 
the houfe for 40001, Things then.went on in avery flou. 
rifhing way ; the drawing-rgams were painted in water cow 
lours by one of the firft artifts in the kingdom; the wa!ls in 
land{cape, and the cieling compofed of clouds; and appros 
priate devices. —The looking-glailes, to the floor, were in 
burnifhed gold-frames, richly carved, with ftatuary marble 
fabs, and or molu ornaments.—Thefe fix mirrors came to 
4100], On the marble flabs in the principal drawing-room 
were placed a pair of Egyptian candelabras, the price of 
which was 200 guineas; the principal bed was 590]. and 
every other article equally magnificent. 

During the three months that the furnifhing of the houfe 
was going forward, Mr. Oakley had frequent conferences 
with his employer, Mifs Robertfon, when. fhe | frequently 
mentioned that fhe had great expeétations from rich relations 
in India, and was continually receiving prefents of great 
value, Among the number lately arrived, was a chimneys 
piece, then lying at the India-houfe, worth, in that country, 
1100], and added, that it was her intention to build:a, room 
on purpofe to erect it in, adapted for balls or mufic. » Mr, 
Oakley not being perfeéftly fatished with appearances, ire. 
quefted, when half the order had been completed the fum of 
yo0o]. Mifs Robertfon felt herfelf hurt, and faid,; if he had 
any doubts of his having his money when her affairs were 
fettled at Fafcally, he might apply to her fifter Lady Paget, 
or to her coufin the Bifhop of London. “ If you have any 
further doubts (added Mifs Robertfon), apply to Sir Richard 
Hill, who has known me from infancy. Sir Edward Law 
(the prefent Attorney-General) can fpeak to my. refpeéta- 
bility.”” From thefe bold affertions Mr. Oakley proceeded 
with the order, but when nearly completed he judged it pro- 
per to wait upon the Bifhop of London and Sir Richard 
Hill; both thofe gentlemen faid they had ‘no farther knows 
ledge of a Mifs Robertfon, than by a card, which a perfon 
of that name had been in the habit ef leaving at the houfes of 
perfons of diftinétion. 

Upon this difcovery, in February laft; Mr. Oakley took 
out a writ, and with proper officers, his own men, and feveral 
carts, went down to Blackheath, and latd in wait till nine 
9’clock (being informed that Mifs Robertfon —_—— 
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when the carriage came home, but no Mifs Robertfon. From 
this circumftance it appeared that fhe had received intimation 
of what was going forward, and would not return. Mr. 
Oakley, finding he could not take the body, contrived to get 
into the houfe, and let in his men, who difrobed the manfion 
of its furniture by fix o’clock the next morning, having 
worked hard all night. At nine o’clock in the morning 
came in an execution, under virtue of which the remaining 
part of the property was fold by auétion on the premifes. 

No difcovery has yet been made as to the place of refi. 
dence of this fwindler. Mr. Pearce, haberdafher, of St. 
Paul’s Church-yard, met her a few days ago in Bifhopfgate- 
ftreet, dreffed in man’s clothes and boots, with Mifs Sharp 
Jeaning on her arm.—The following perfons have been de- 
frauded toa large amount :—At Greenwich the carpenter of 
1400]. the bricklayer of 900]. the painter and glazier of 7001, 
the ftable-keeper, who lent the horfes, of 300]. The nurfe. 
ryman, for lawns and pleafure-grounds, of 400]. Meffrs. 
Clark, of Fleet-ftreet, filverfmiths, a fuperb fide-board of 
plate. Meffrs.Ord and Morris, and Mr. Pearce, of St. 
Paul’s Church-yard, are among the number of defrauded. 
A milliner in Bond-ftreet, for dreffes and laces, of 260), 

This female Proteus bad pretended to great fanétity in re- 
ligion, was a devotee, and attended feveral Prefbyterian and 
other meetings, where fhe worked upon the Chriftian bowels 
of the compaffionate and liberal, by borrowing money in the 
way of loan, reprefenting herfelf as a perfon of family in 
diftreffed circumftances. In perfon fhe is plain, much 
marked by the {mall-pox, about five feet two inches in height, 
infinuating in her manners, and {peaks in an elevated tone of 
voice. 


-_--— —_ — _ ne 


Particulars of the Capture of the Kent Eaft-Indiaman. 
[From the India Telegraph, of Odtober 18, 1800. ] 


N Sunday laft accounts were received in town [Cal- 
cutta}] of the capture of the Hon. Company’s thip 
Kent, Captain Rivington, after an engagement of confidera- 
ble duration with the Confiance, Captain Surcouff, off the 
Sand Heads. The following particulars we have copied 
from the Mirror. 
On Tuefday morning the 7th inftant, at day-light, a ftrange 
fail was difcovered in the N. W. quarter; the Kent at that 
9 ume 
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time was lying-to fora pilot, and Captain Rivington, con- 
ceiving the veffel in fight to be a pilot {chooner, immediately 
bore down, hoifted his colours, and made the fignal for a pi- 
lot; the ftranger upon this made fail and hauled up towards 
the Kent; it was foonafter difcovered that fhe was an enemy’s 
fhip ; the hands were called to quarters, and the fhip prepared 
for a€tion; upon her approach to the Kent, as fhe fhewed 
no colours, a fhot was fired at her from the larboard fide, 
which was followed up, as fhe paffled upon the oppofite tack, 
by a broadfide, and a conftant fire kept up while fhe was 
within reach of the guns: The privateer, for it was now af- 
certained to be fo, foon afterwards tacked, came up on the 
larboard fide, and commenced the engagement within about 
mufket-fhot, but without doing much injury, although fhe 
continued in this polition for fome time. She then fhot a 
head, and pafling round the bow of the Kent, renewed the 
engagement on the other fide, nearly at the fame diflance 
and for the fame length of time, but with as little effeét as 
before. She afterwards made fail a-head, as if with the in- 
tention of relinquifhing the attack and making off, which 
fhe could eafily have done, having greatly the fuperiority in 
failing: when fhe had got about the diftance of half a mile 
a-head of the Kent, fhe was, however, obferved to haul her 
main-fail up, and wear round immediately towards her, and 
in about ten or fifteen minutes afterwards, or as foon as her 
guns would bear, fhe, for the firft time, hoifted the national 
colours, (Sourcoff afterwards declared that he had forgot 
them before,) and fired a broadfide and a volley of mufketry 
from every part of the fhip, which was immediately returned 
by the Kent, and continued while her guns would bear ; the 
privateer then wearing round her ftern, ranged clofe up 
alongfide, and received a full difcharge trom the Kent’s ftar- 
board guns; at this moment fhe fired a whole broadfide, 
and threw a number of hand-grenades from her tops into 
the Kent, fome of which penetrated the upper-deck and 
burft on the gun-deck; at the fame time a fire of mufketry 
was kept up from her tops, which killed and wounded a 
number of the paflengers and recruits that were on the quar- 
ter-deck and poop; when the thips were completely locked 
with each other, Capt. Sourcouff entered at the head of about 
150 men, completely armed for boarding, having each a fa- 
bre and a brace of piftols: the conteft upon deck was now 
defperate, and lafted for about 20 minutes; but the enemy, 
having greatly the fuperiority, both in numbers aad arms, 
were viétorious, and a dr-idful carnage enfued, they thewing 
no 
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no quartet to any who came in their way, whetlier with ot 
without arms ; and fuch was their favageé cruelty, that they 
even ftabbed foine of the fick in bed. 

Upon gaining polfeffion of the poop, the French immedi. 
ately cut down the colours, and: foon after this had completé 
poffeflion of the thip. 

Captain Sourcouff, finding fome inclination in his crewto 
board, had been under the neceffity of plying them fevetal 
times with liquor, as well as to promifé thetn an hour’s pil. 
lage, in the evént of carrying the fhip, and this time they 
completely occupied, breaking open every package they 
could come at, and even taking the coats, hats, fhoes, &c. 
from the petfons of the officers and paflengers. 

From the commencement of the aétion until the French 
were in pofféffion of the fhip, was about an hour and forty. 
feven minutes, and from the gallant manner in which the 
officers and crew of the Kent behaved while the fhips were 
clear of each other, there is no doubt but fhe would have overs 
come the privateer ; but there being a very great deficiency 
of fmall atms, they had no means of repelling fuch a numbet 
of boarders, % well prepared for clofe a&tion, and Captain 
Sourcouff acknowledged that had he not fuccéedéd in car 
rying her, his own fhip mult foon have funk alongfide. 

Itis with extreme regret we add, that Captain Rivington, 
after the moft manly conduét in the defence of his thip, tell 
by the mufyuetry from the tops of the privateer, while Sour. 
couff was inthe a& of boarding. 

In the afternoon the officers, pafflengers, and crew of thé 
Kent were fent on board an Arab veffel, which hove in fight, 
and which had been plundered by the privateer the day be- 
fore. Some of the feamen were, however, detained on board 
the privateer, and put in irons, with the hopes of inducing 
them to enter.~—The chief officer, furgeon, and furgeon’s 
ynate, with about 13 of the moft dangeroufly wounded, were 
detained on board the Kent, under pretence of its requiring 
tuo much time to remove them. 

Although the prize-mafter informed the unfortunate peo- 
ple who were fent on board the Arab, that there was abut- 
dance of provifions and water, yet upon enquiry there was 
found only avery {mall quantity of rain water, fcarcely 
equal to half a pint each per day, for four days, with a few 
dates and raw rice to fubfift on, and they were confequently 
reduced to the utmoft diftrefs before they were relieved by 
f the pilot {chooners which they met in the roads. 
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Defeription of Valenciennes, fome French Villages, and 
Chantilly, : 


[From Jones’s Tranflation of Bygg’s Travels in the French Re- 
public. } 


ALENCIENNES is the firft tage in Old France. I 
came in on that fide which was attacked by the Auf- 
trians. In the part near the rampart, whole ftreets and lanes 
have been demolithed, fome have been levelled to the ground, 
and others burnt. They have not made the leaft attempt, 
fince the fiege, to build or repair them. Copenhagen has 
been more fortunate in this ref{pef&t, The third part of that 
city was confumed by fire, and in lefs than three years the 
whole was rebuilt on an extenfive and improved plan, far fu- 
perior to the former. Fire-engines are found to be. of great 
ufe in Denmark, even in villazes. I am not certain that fire- 
engines: are ufed in France, or in what manner they are re- 
gulated and kept up, fince the revolution. 

The French villages will lofe by comparifon, in the eye of 
the traveller, who has juft paffed through the neat and hand- 
fome ones of the Netherlands. The firfi moment you fet 
your foot in the environs of Valenciennes, you are encircled 
with a hoft of beggars, fo importunate, that they rather de- 
mand than folicit charity. It feems that, fhortly after the 
revolution, a number of youth, of both fexes, engaged in the 
manufafiures, were thrown out of employment, and reduced 
to the neceflity of living on the cafual bounty of travellers. 

In order to {how my pals, it was neceflary that I fhould go 
to the municipality, and thence to the police-officer (bureau 
de police). As thefe two did not fit atthe fame time of the 
day, I went to the houfe of one of the municipal officers, a 
thoemaker, whom I found at work in his fhop. He did not 
detain me a moment, when I fhowed him the pafs I had from 
the French Minifter in Copenhagen. On fhowing him the 
royal Danifh pafs, he fhook his head ; as much as to fay, that 
isof no ufe. His drefs was not very fine, and yet he was 
the chief of the municipality. In all the other towns, in 
which there were barriers or turnpikes, I was only defired to 
thow my pals, which the officer never took out of my 
hands ; but this was not the cafe in fortified or garrifoned 
places, where they examine them very attentively. For- 
merly they expefted a {mall douceur on thefe occafions, which 
was ftriétly forbidden by the lait French proclamation; rzen 
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to perpetuate that day, rarfed a monument on the road fide, 
which ‘confifted of a {quare pyramid, about thirty feet high, 
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and terrorifts, who did wifh that even the {plendid exploits 
ef their forefathers, under a monarch, fhould not be tranf- 
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beans, and walnuts are produced in abundance, from the ker- 
nels of which laft they exprefs oil. 
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who ought to have been employed in that tafk, were called to 
the field of battle. I obferved that three-wheeled cars, or 
carts, were ufed initead of four-wheeled ones, which in ge- 
neral are very large, and fometimes require from two to four, 
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Bouchain is a very ftrong fortification; for, by means of 
the well-placed and finely conftruéted fluices, the greateft 
part of the adjoining country can be inundated at pleafure : 
fo that it would be very difficult to befiege or take this for- 
trefs, if well fupplied with provifions. As to the town it- 
felf, its mean buildings have fallen into ruins: the inhabitants 
feem to fhare the fame fate, for you mect with poverty in 
every quarter of it. Along the whole traé&t from Valen- 
ciennes to Paris there is a ftratum of chalk-flone, which is 
ufed in decorating the caft frames of the windows, doors, and 
gates ; and, as you approach the capital, you meet with fome 
houfes built entirely with this flone inftead of bricks. 

Cambray 1s well fortified, and is furnifhed with a citadel. 
The city is well built, neat, and clean. Throughout the 
whole, you fee the remains of wealth -and profperity, for 
which, no doubt, it is indebted to its famous manufaétories of 
cambric. From Cambray the road runs through Bonavia, 
Fins, Peronne (which is fortified), Marche le Pot, Fonches, 
Roye, Conchy les Pots, Carilly, Gournay, Bois le Liheu, 
and Pont St. Maxenze. 

The French ports are under very proper regulations. The 
horfes belong to the poft-mafters themfelves, fome of them 
lave near 120, a number of which are always in the ftable; 
fo that you are not detained a moment. ‘The poft-boy rides 
onone of the horfes, and goes at a {mart trot over heights and 
hollows, rough places and {mooth ; and it is in vain either to 
entreat him to quicken or flacken his pace. This road is a 
great thoroughfare for carriages of every kind, and at every 
poft-houfe there is a blackfmith’s fhop. As foon as you ftop, 
the fons of Vulcan come out, and inquire if their affiftance is 
wanted. The iron axle of my carriage happening to be 
broken by a ftone on my way to Pont Maxenze—they were 
glad to hear of it, took it out, welded it together, and in 
about two hours I was enabledto refume my journey. ‘They 
afked a louis-d’or, which was not unreafonable ; and it was fo 
well done, that it has not failed fince. 

From Pont Maxenze I preferred the road round Chantilly. 
Here I travelled through a fine grove of oak and beech, with 
much underwood of forward growth. This narrow way is 
bordered with lofty trees, whofe {preading branches form the 
moft agreeable and grateful fhade, efpecially from the noon- 
tide fun. 

Chantilly belonged to the Prince of Condé, and is well 
known for the beauty of its architeéture, and the enchanting 
walks and plautations, parks and pleafure-grounds around it. 
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The Jacobins have nearly demolifhed the fine park walls, and 
cut down the trees which fhaded the walls. All the internal 
decorations of the caflle, the paintings, looking-glafles, ta- 
peftry, the valuable cabinet of natural hiftory, library and 
all, were plundered ; fo that the empty fhell is all that remain 
of its former {plendour. The mob cut and carried off the 
heads and arms of the flatues, which the Prince had_ been fo 
many years in colle&ting. In many of the rooms are yet to 
be feen part of the {mall cells, in which thofe who were 
doomed to the guillotine were immured, during the bloody 
reign of the terrorifls. 

The roads begin to improve, as you approach Paris. The 
fucceflive profpeéts on every fide feem to vie with each 
other in richnefs and variety : they furpafs whatever imagi- 
nation can conceive. The mildnefs of the climate, groups 
of vineyards, highly cultivated orchards and kitchen-gardens, 
all contribute to render the fcene delightful ; and peaches, 
apples, pears, plumbs, cherries, and walnut-trees, flourifh in 
the open fields in the greateft abundance. 

From Chantilly I travelled through Lufarche, Echouen, 
and St. Denis, and arrived at Paris in the afternoon of the 


igth of Auguft. 





Gotng-a-Neighbouring—a Norfolk Cuftom. 
[From Pratt’s 2d Volume of Gleanings in England. ] 


HE Gleaner returning to his lodgings at Cromer in.Nor- 
folk, from an afternoon’s walk, obferved tour perfons, 

not including the family, were aflembled there on the moft 
familiar footing—* Yet I was ftruck with the fingularity of 
three tea-pots, with as many fugar bafons and plates of bread 
and butter placed on the table. Waiting the unfolding of 
this little myftery, I faw the three tea-pots regularly filled 
and emptied, the bread and butter handed about, and the fugar 
difpenfed liberally ; but the four vifiters oddly {plit into pairs, 
were feated in a kind of detached way, each ferving the other 
from their own flores without any affliftance from the people 
of the houfe, who only attended to themfelves without taking 
the {malleft notice of their guef!s,as to the honours of the tea- 
table, while the moft perfeét good humour, gay chat, and 
harmtefs merriment, pervaded the circle. My curiofity 
kindled, yet ] forbore inquiry. The three divifions conti- 
nued in this fociably unfociable way, till the repaft was 
finilhed, 
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finifhed, without one exchange of the cuftomary civilities 
from hoftefs or vifitants as to “ taking ahother.cup’—“ I 
fear your tea is not to your liking ?” &c. &c. &c.—an eti- 
quette of the tea-table inftituted as early as the tea-table it- 
felf, and forming indeed part of the equipage. The viliters 
neverthelefs did juft put thefe queftions to their own party, 
and the vifited were civil enough—to themfelves. 

** And what is the meaning of all this? to mine hoftefs 
queried I, when opportunity favoured.—" Lackaday! Sir,” 
replied fhe, {miling, “ have you yet to afk me what that 
means? we Call it, gowng a neighbouring,” 

‘“‘ The middle and lower ranks of people inthis country, 
and in fome others, continue a practice, of making an after- 
noon vilit to each other’s houfes on as focial and as little 
felfith a purpofe as poflible. The vifiter-neighbour takes to 
the neighbour vilited afew lumps of fugar, a pat of butter, 
a fmall loaf, and a little tea nipped up in paper, to the intent 
of uniting economy with friendhip. “‘ You, neighbour 
have the fire to-day ; I to:morrow.”’ This is chiefly in fum- 
mer, as each muft have her fire inthe colder part of the year ; 
fo that the warmth of friendfhip may not feem to have fo 
much to do, as the heat of the fire to boil the water; yet be- 
tween the two difcordant elements much focial harmony is 
produced, inafmuch as it promotes good-will amongft neigh- 
bours. “ It is a prattice honoured in the obfervance.”— 
It brings the inhabitants of a {mall place, and all their con- 
cerns, under one point of view ; by which means the goflip’s 
tale, which is faid to be part of the tea equipage, is maimed 
of its mifchief; becaufe where friends and enemies meét 
together, there will be found, if not an equal quantity of 
anudote, at leaft enough to counteraét in general the baneful 
quality of the poifon. It has been my good fortune to hear 
and fee this exemplified at the little aflembly I have juft left. 





ee 


On PUNNING. 





To th PRINTER, 

Sir, 
T is in vain that I have endeavoured to fearch into the an- 
nals of kingdoms for the effeéts of punning. It does not 
appear to have been the inftrument of revolutions; it has 
not added to the catalogue of wars; no King ever ruled the 
better or the worfe for want of a pun; it contributed nothing 
to difpel the darknefs of the middle ages; it fupported not 
the efforts of the firft reformers, nor canit be truly faid that 
it 
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it has added to the genius, the tafte and liberality of the mofk 
polifhed times. Ufelefs in all thefe refpetis, Punning has 
feeble claims on public attention, and much cannot be ex. 
peéted from an elaborate difcuffion of the fubje&. 

Yet among the ancients I can find a tendency to punning. 
When Plato heard an eminent citizen, one Leo (ion) loud 
and immoderate in his clamours in the fenate, he faid, “ this 
is to be a lion indeed’’—a pun not of the very beft kind, for 
many better are to be found in the writings of the ancients, 
could any one be prevailed upon to overlook their tafte, their 
morality, their fine language, and only feek for their puns. 
—Our own day and time, however, is moft diftinguifhable 
for punning. I need not inform my readers that the laft and 
preceding centuries have left us fome famous punfters of all 
profeflions, law, phyfic, and divinity. But the prefent cen- 
.tury has the merit of having produced the greateft punfler 
the world ever faw. Need Iaddhis name? Every friend to 
punning muft recollect his great patron, the Dean of St. 
Patrick’s. 

Other punfters pradifed the art only. Swift wrote upon 
it, and reduced it toa fyftem; he united profeffion with 
practice, and no man ought to be deemed a legitimate punfter 
who has not made himfelf mafter of the Dean’s writings on 
this fubjef&t. One treatife I in particular recommend, withing 
only he had given it another title, “‘ God’s Revenge againf 
Punning. Shewing the miferable fate of perfons addiéted to 
this crying fin, in court and town,”—and his “ Rules for 
Punning,” which are to be found in his pofthumous works. 
I have, indeed, long had an intention of improving on the 
former treatife, by giving tothe world in three or four vo- 
lumes, “ the Lives of eminent Punflers,” having been per- 
fonally acquainted with feveral of the moft famous of the 
prefent time; but as fome of their lives are not in any fenfe 
finifhed, I muft poftpone my intentions to fome future 
period, and in the mean time content myfelf with colle&ing 
materials for this great biographical work. A fhort {ketch 
of the contents of one of my lives will fhow the plan. 
* Of A. B. a notorious punfter.—Of his education, and 
how he punned at fchool—Is fent to the univerfity, and puns 
there—Takes a journey to London, and how he is introduced 
among the punfters of the inns of court—Vifits the conti- 
nent, and learns to make puns in foreign languages—Of his 
death and dying puns, &c.”’ 

Although punning be fo general that no fex or profeffion 
are free from it, yet we find that there are fome perfons fo 

9 peculiarly 
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peculiarly formed by nature as to be incapable of giving or 
receivinga pun. Servants, generally {peaking, are not pun- 
fers; your very great men are:above it; and your,-money- 
making. men finding- by calculation that a pun. will fetch 
nothing, appear not to be fufceptible of punning. But on 
the other hand, we fee many hundreds in whom pynning is fo 
natural that we are inclined to think it arifes from fomething 
inthe conftitution. If I might be. permitted from expe. 
rience to advance a theory on this fubjeét, I-would venture, 
though at fome rifk of reputation in medical knowledge, to 
affert,that ““ punning is a natural difcharge of a ceriain mat- 
ter which fuddenly rifing and fermenting. in the brain would 
produce a diforder, were it not {peedily expelled,’’.. This is 
my theory of punning, and I think it may be confirmed by 
the following obfervations. 

No man can keep in a pun without much uneafinefs, and 
the head that is much opprefled with puns:muft have fome 
vent. What would alady in grief doif it were not for tears ? 
Thefame ufe, I take it, is ferved by punning. Indeed, afew 
nights ago, a lady of my acquaintance, very fubjeét to puns, 
was fuddenly feized withan excellent one, but not having an 
opportunity. of difcharging it, fell into hyfterics, as I 
thought, but fhe candidly informed me that this. was only 
theeffe&t of a pent-up pun. Irecommended fume Hollands, 
but fhe anfwered, “* fhe was not yet put to her jfhifts.” 

Many perfons fuffer very much by endeavouring to ftop 
natural dif{charges; and we know that when. perfpiration is 
fuddenly obitruéied by our coming cut of a warm soom into 
the cold air, the confequences. may be very dangerous, An 
obfiruéied pun, if no relief be at hand, is likewife attended 
with very bad confequences, for it is an affection fo con- 
netted with the animal {pirits, that thofe perfons whofe puns 
have been ftopt, have frequently been dull, difcontented, and 
flupid for a whole evening. Tom Quibble, an old friend of 
mine, and an incurable puntter, takes care to procure a free 
difcharge for his puns, bawling them out fo vociferoufly, 
and with fo little attention to good manners, that he fome- 
times gives offence, and a gentleman lately told him very re- 
{pefifully that it was the defire of the company he “ fhould 
not /et another pun that night.”—All this, however, fhows 
that there is fomething in punning which, to fay the leaft, 
cannot be obflruéted without much difficulty. 

Having ftated that punning is a natural difcharge, it fol. 
lows that where that difcharge is too great, fome remedy 
fhould be taken to keep it within due bounds. But inthis, 
I own, 
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I own, I have been difappointed in every experiment. ] 
have had feveral patients recommended to me in this difor. 
der, but, after long and repeated trials, have been obliged to 
difmifs them as incurable. Severe remedies are always im. 
proper, and it is a very difficult matter to get at the {wat of 
the diforder. Nay, what is worfe, many think the diforder 
a credit to them, and when that is the cafe, we cannot be fur. 
prifed if they refufe to hear of aremedy. But a difcuffion of 
the medicines prope: for this difeafe: would lead me into a 
wide field, and although it might procure me the approba. 
tion of the regular faculty, I am afraid that with the parts af- 
feGted I fhould have only the reputation of a quack, for 
which reafon I fhall for the prefent wave the fubjeét. 


Cc. 





A COUNTERFEIT DRAGON. 


R. Jacob Bobart, formerly botany-profeflor, or keeper 

of the phyfic garden at-Oxford, found a dead rat, to 
which, by altering its head and tail, and diftending the fkin 
en each fide, by fharp taper flicks, to refemble wings, he 
gave the appearance of the common pitture of dragons. 
Having left it to dry hard, it was produced, and imme- 
diately pronounced by the learnedto be adragon. Anzac- 
curate defcription of this phenomenon was fent by one of 
them to Dr. Magliabecchi, librarian to the Grand Duke of 
Tufcany. Several fine copies of verfes were written in 
honour of fo rare a produétion; til] at length Mr. Bobart 
owned the cheat. The dragon was, however, depofited asa 
mafter-piece of art, in the mufeum or anatomy-{chool, where 
it remained many years. 


ANCIENT FORM of OATHS. 





HE ancient form of oaths in colrts of juftice, was fo 

help me God and the Saints ; the latter part was omitted 

at the reformation. Inthetime of Fitzherbert, the form was, 

fo help me God and his Holy Dome. At the Council held 

at Thouloufe in 1229, the oath was by the foul of the city. 

The canons of the chapter of St. Stephen in France {wear 
by the foul of the chapter. 
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BON MOT. 


UR bon vivants begin to be ferioufly alarmed at the 

progrefs of the French arms; and it might be admitted 

that thefe apprehenfions are not without reafon. Should the 

enemy fucceed in their defigns upon Portugal, there is ng 
doubt of our being deprived of our moft favourite port! 





— 


Inflances of extraordinary and fevere Punifhmenis. 


HE moft extraordinary punifhment (fays the late Hon. 
D. Barrington) which I remember to have met with, 
is mentioned by Morryfon, in his account of Germany : 

“* Neare Lindaw, I did fee a malefa€tor hanging in iron 
chains on the gallowes, with a maftive dogge hanging on 
each fide by the heels, as, being nearly ftarved, they might 
eat the filefh of the malefa€tor before himfelf died by fa- 
mine; and at Frankforde I did fee the like punifhment of a 

ew. 7 
: This is not extraordinary, as fome of the punifhments in 
Germany are of fo fhocking and horrid a nature, that no 
one can be prevailed upon to accept the office, but: he who by 
being the fon of a hangman, is obliged to be trained up, and 
take upon himfelf the neceflary employment. A murde- 
rer’s head, in Germany, after execution, is placed in the fame 
cofin with the perfon murdered, and buried at the fame 
time. 





Anfwer, by Fohn Gidley, Fun. of Dean Prior, to P, Gove’s 
Enigma, tnferted January 5. 


HE letter A will certainly reveal 
What you fo well and cunningly conceal’d. 
(Similar anfwers have been received from Primrole, of Weft Co- 
ker; J. Smith, of Exeter; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers; 
— Whittle, of the Exmintter Volunteers ; and J. Bulgin, of Caftle 
ary. 





Anfwer,by W, England, of Lyme, toG, Andrews’s Anagram, 
inferted January 12, 


O GLEAN is to gather, which rightly tranfpofed, 
A beautiful ANGEL will then be difclos’d. 
Vou. XXXVII. 2N ) %* We 
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* * We have received the like anfwer from T. Taylor, of Bridgewater; 
W. Bickham, jun.of Alhburton; J. Bulgin, Caftle Cary; J.R.Toulmin; 
G. England, Uplyme; Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers; Ser. 
jeant Afb, of the Exminfler Volunteers; W.B. of Poole; T. Webber, 
jam. and R. Sellick, jun. of Tivertony J. Browne, of Coffington ; John 
Gidley, jun. of Deas Prior; T. Jarvis, of Malborough; W. Maddick, 
of Rattery; Philom, of Tcingmouth; and J. H.of Piymouth-Dock. 





A CHARADE, by Egbert Moon, Exeter, 


Warlike place, pray firft explain, 
Where many brave men have been flain; ' 
When gloomy birds begin their flight 
My fable next ufurps her right. 


Ye fkilful youths of Goadby’s page, 
One farthing toacrown I'll wage, 
Long ere the hours my whole revolve 
My hidden meaning you will folve. 


An ENIGMA, ¢y 7. Bulgin, of Caflle Cary. 
\ X THEN onaiure did obey the Almighty call, 


And rofe from nothing this hupendous ball, 
The wife Creator then ordain’d my birth, 
Within the dark receffes of. the earth, 
For along time I Jay, fecuse fiom harm, 
Nor dreaded I the tempett or the ftorm, 
*Till cruel man, lur’d by a thirft of gain, 
By chance my virtues did at length obtain; 
Then dragg’d me headlong from my native bed, 
And hurl'd ten, thoufand torments on my head, 








To various fhapes and ufes I am made, 
As fancy pleafes, or as fuits the trade ; 
Some to the field of battle are confign’d, 
And {pread dread flaughter there amongft mankind. 
At titmes fome to old ocean’s depth are fent, 
There to remain awhile, with dalm content; 
And by the artift’s niceft {kill and care, 
Some fmooth as glafs, and bright as gold appear ; 
The beggar andthe prince my ufes own, 
To poor and rich my qualities are known; 
And eke, fair Delia! takes me in her hand, 
With niceft care to. ule me at command. 
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For thee WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
Lines on the Death of Ann Knight, who departed this Life 
in the 18th Year of her Age. 





EHOLD the rofe, fair fummer’s flow’r, 
Awhile its varying charms difplay, 
Till ab! in fome uathought of hour; 
Its hues grow pale, ils leaves decay. 


In morn of life, and youthful bloom, 
Ann’s fleeting years, alas! how few, 

Early fhe met her deftin’d bloom, 
And bade this world a jong adieu! 


Oh ceafe, ye mournful friends! to weep 
That life’s fhort glafs fo foon is run; 

And tho’ in death’s cold arms fhe fleep 
Exclaim, ‘* Thy will, O Lord! be done." 


May angels guard her peaceful fhade 
To glorious realms of endlefs day, 

In robes of purett white array’d, 
And all her fias be wafh’d away! 


And O! may thofe the’s left behind, 
Partakers of her fiefh and blood, 

Keep this important truth in mind, 
** They too muft fhortly meet their God!” 


And lecit be our conftant prayer, 

That when we quit this haplefs fhore, 
We all may meet our filler there 

When time itfelf {hall be no more! 


CONSTANTIUS. 





Forthe WEEkiy ENTERTAINER, 


ADDRESS to DOROTHEA. 





FT ’tis the poet’s cuflom to compare 
The virgin’s beauty to a bluthing rofe; 
Oft have they faid of a complexion fair, 
’Tis fairer, whiter, than the drifted fnows, 


Alas! the beauteous Dorathea’s charms 
No flow’r that e’er in Eden’s garden grew, 

No lily that foft Tempe’s climate warms, 

No paint can rival of the brighteft hue. 
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The curious flakes of whiteft fnow in vain 
With the pure whitenefs of her fkin would vie; 
Dropp’d on her bofom hear thofe flakes complain, 

See how with forrow they diffolve and die. ° 


O when Apelles pi@ur’d Venus’ form, 
Had fortune plac’d thy figure in his view, 
No pencil then had dar’d its tafk perform, 
No paint had dar’d in vain to rival you. 


Or had it dar’d—all art would be excell’d 
As now the fubje& does the verfe furpafs, 
And then would Dorothea have beheld 
That Venus—as a diamond looks on brafs. 


SCHOLASTICUS. 





Tie VILLAGE MEETING on a SUNDAY. 
[From the Farmer’s Boy, by R. Bloomfield. } 


OR his alone the {weetsof cafe to tafle, 
Kind reft extends to all fave one poor beaft, 

That true to time and pace is doom’d to plod 
To bring the paftor to the houfe of God, 
Mean ftru@ture, where no bones of heroes lic, 
The rude inelegance of poverty 
Reigns here alone; elfe why that roof of ftraw, 
Thele narrow windows, with the frequent flaw, 
O’er whofe low cells the dock and mallow {preads, 
And rampant nettles lift their fpiry heads, 
Whilft from the hollows of the tow’r on high, 
The grey-capp’d daws in faucy legions fly. 
Round thefe lone walls affembling neighbours meet, 
And tread departed friends beneath their feet ; 
And new brier’d graves, that prompt the fecret figh, 
Show each the fpot where he him{ctt muft lie. 
*Midft timely greetings village news gors round, 
OF crops late fhorn, or crops that deck the ground; 
Experienc’d ploughmen in the circle join, 
While flurdy boys, in feats of ftrength to thine, 
With pride elate their young affociates brave, 
To jump from hollow founding grave to grave; 
Then clofe confulting, each bis talent lends 
To plan frefh {ports when tedious lervice ends. 


Hither at times, with cheerfulnefs of foul, 
Sweet village maids from neighb’ring hamlets flrol!, 
That like the light-heel’d does o’er lawns that rove, 
Look fhyly curious, ripening into love; 
For love’s their errand, hence the tints that glow 
On either cheek an heighten’d luflre know, 
When confcious of their charms, ere age looks thy, 
And rapture beams from youth’s obfervant eye. 





a ae ae. Oe ae Se OF 


RUDGE leaves the poor his whole pofleffions nearly : 
He means hisnext of kin fhall weep Gincerely. 
























































